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Ty[UCKETt  was  a  private  foIdi^T  in  the  ift  bat- 
talicn  ot  the  4th  foot,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
murder,  aded  a5  a  fervanc  to  an  officer  in  the  reg,t- 
ment ;  he  was  about  29  years  of  age,  was  born  at 
Brilefs  near  Cavan»  in  the  county  ofllereford,  where 
his  father>  a  poor,  labouring  maw,  nc*^  refldes,  and 
who  came  Ironi  thence  to  fee  him  His  wife  Was  a 
Scotch  won>an>  and  fhey  were  married  about  five 
years  ago,  at  Inverncls,  had  one  child  about  three 
fears  ago,  which  died  ;  his  wife  was  not  with  cHild^ 
when  the  horrid  deed  was  perpetrated. 

TUE  evidences  on  the  trial  were  1  homas  Kn  ght 
a  private  in  the  fame  regiment,  and  his  wife  ;  Knight 
was  firft  calkdand  deposed  that  in  Seprembc^r,  18^. 
that  he  and  his  wife  lodged  in  the  fame  room,  with 
Muckett  and  his  wife,  at  the  houfe  ot  Mr  Pitt,  in 
Colchefter,  in  the  morning  of  the  day  on  v/hich  the 
murder  was  committed.  Muckett  and  his  Wffe  went 
out  with  another  foldier  oi"  the  lame  regiment,  in 
order  to  buy  a  bafket  and  a  pair  of  fhoes  ,  they  went 
out  about  half  pail  eL  ven  o'clock  and  did  not  return 
till  halt  paft  three:  qVlock,  during  which  time  they 
dfaftk  pretty    freely  §f  betr    Muckett  appeafec? 
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rather  intoxicatedt  but wife  ^lad  no  appearance  ai 
that  fort  ;  they  appeared, very  affeftioriate  whea 
they  w^nt  out  and  the  fams  on  their  return  ;  as  foon 
as  rhey  came  back.  Muckett  left  his  wife  and  went 
to  the  barracks  to  do  lome  buHnefs  of  his  mafter's 
&dicl  nor  return  till  about  fix  o^clock  v/hen  he  came 
back  he  afked  her  if  ftie  had  got  any  thing  for  his  ■ 
dinner,  ftie  replied,  fhe  had  got  the  kettle  on  and 
meant  to  make Tome  tea.  (fuppofing,  as  it  was  fo  late  i 
he  would  not  care  for  dinner?/  when  he  Iwore  an^ 
oath,  that  he  would  not  have  tea  in  his  body  three 
or  four  times  a  day,  and  threw  himfelt  on  the  bed 
in  a  fulky  fort  fit ;  his  wife  afked  him  what  fhe  fliould 
get  for  hinvhefaid  he  would  have  lome  bacon  which 
Ihe  got  for  him  without  delay^  flie  fried  it,  and  car- 
ried it  to  his  bed-hde,  and  fet  in  a  chair  with  a  knife 
and  fork  ;  as  foon  as  hefaw  it,  he  faid  he  would  have 
fome  potatoes  with  it,  and  (he  fhould  go  and  get 
fome  ;  fhe  inftantly  let  about  it ;  while  ftie  wds  warn- 
ing the  potatoes  at  the  pump,  Muckett  went  down 
£0  her.  and  fome  alternation  t^sok  place ;  his  wife 
brought  up  the  poratocs  and  put  them  on  the  fire, 
and  was  blowing  with  the  bellows  to  make  them  boiK 

Muckett  began  fwearin^  at  her  for  not  getting^ 
them  done  fafter.  The  woman  perceiving  he  was 
determined  at  all  e  vents,  t©  be  diisatisfied  &  quarrel- 
fome  with  her,  faid  to  him  I  canT  hand'e  the  black 
kettle  andiron  the  officers  ihirts  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  principal  part  of  her  employment, 
and  at  which  fhe  was  very  induftrious. 

Muckett  interpreting  this  anfwer  as  a  (mcy  one, 
laid  to  her  I  wili  not  be  fpoken  lo  with  halt  words, 
and  immediately  ftruck  her  with  his  fift  on  the  left 
temple,  and  knocked  her  off  the  ftool  on  whi^h  iht^ 


,ut ;  asfogn  as  (he  could  get  up,  Oie  ftruck  him  on 
the  leg  or  arm  with  the  faout  of  the  beli.jws,  thea 
again  ftruck  her  on  the  temple  with  his  fift,  which 
knocked  her  down,  when  on  the  floor,  he  gave  her 
f^veral  levere^ixks  on  her  loins   Ihe  got  up  as  Poon 
as  Hie  was  able,  and  Miickcttthen  firzed  her  by  the 
arm,  and  with  great  force  threw  her  half  way  acrofi 
the  room,  and  flie  fell  with/great  violence  aaainft  the 
wall,  and  (he  fell  again  on  the  floor  :  Knight's  wite 
then  got  between  tficoi,  but  Muckett  pufbed  her  a- 
way   but  Knight hinilelf  thinking  he  would  do  fome 
ferious  mischief  to  her,  faid  he  rnouid  ftrikeher  no 
more  ;  to  which  Muckett  replied  it  was  nobufiners 
o-'  bis  fhe  was  his  own,  and  he  would  do  wh^,t  he  like 
with  her  fhe  then  got  from  him,  and  placed  herfelf 
on  Knight^s  bed  fide,  and  after  iiLtira^  therea  little 
while  Muckett  leemed  to  have  gained  his  reafon  ; 
he  faid  to  his  vylfe  Betty,  you  nnay  as  well  fit  on  your 
own  bed,  as  that ;  fli'  got  up.  and  in  walking  acrofs 
the  room,  found  herfelf  lame,  andcomplained  o  pain 
in  her  loins  or  near  them,  from  the  kie^<s  ;  and  after 
-fitting  on  her  own  b(*d  a/hort^timcexprefled  a  wifh 
to  go, to  bed,  which  flie  did  while  Muckett  was  in 
the  room  ;  he  went  out  for  fome  timCv  nnd  on  his  re* 
turn  alked  her  how  flie  did,  flie  faid  fhe  was  very 
poorly,  and  wlfiied  him  to  give  her  forre  water;  he 
got  her  a  quart  and  flie  drank  near  all  of  it :  he  then 
went  to  bed  to  her.    Soon  after  drinking  the  water 
fhe  vomitied^  he  aflaft<i:d  her  .and  fli«  laid  down. 
M'lickett  went  to  flcep.-,  when  heawoke,  heaflcedher 
how  flie  did;  and  this  he  repeated  fevi^ral  times  chink 
ing  flie  was  fulky  becaule  lie  had  beat  her  over  night 
at  laft  putting  his  arm  acrofs  her,  flie  ieemed  to  thruft 
it  away,  gave  a  groan,  and  appears  at 'that  time  to 
have  expired. 

'  Mrs.  Knight  heard  her,  and  flie  called  to  Muckett 
and  faid  I  am  afraid  your  wife  is  in  a  b.id  way  he 


f  \A  hp  fhousKt  (o  to. ,  Mrs. JCnight  got  up  m  the 
?  t  ^n  lnSf  her  hand  to  the  deceafed's  mouth,  and 
^^'u       To  breath.,  upon  which  fliC  faid  toMuck- 
S"^rurmSadT.-Muck^ 
dS  f-ord  have  mefcy  upon  me  !  ••vhat  will  be- 
Jnr^^S       if  <l^e,s  ?-  They  then  gqt  ahght,  and 
SS^^confirmed  irt  their  opinion,  that  if  anv  very  lit- 
I  ife?emainedin  her^-Muckett  went  direftly  to 
thVbirrscksforafurgeon,  couM  not  find  the  firft 
•  reein  but  got  Mr.^Veft,  the  affiftant  furgeonjo 
^'f  tin?  her  ;  he  ^•^as  gorte  near     hour.    When  Mr. , 
^^c^M  ttempted  to  bleed  the  deceal.d.but 
very  iirtle  blood  apF>ear-d  -  he enquired  whether  fhe' 
w.s  ill  bdbre  {lie  received  the  blows,  and  mastoid 
no -  --  Muckett  becrnne  almoft  frantic,  when; he 
found  his  wire  was  quite  dead  ^  he.threvv  himfe  f  on 
tb-  bed  beflcle  the  body,  and  excUvnned  Ihe  is  a  hap- 
pCwoman,  but  I  am  unhappy  man.- He  was  kept 
„i  the  room  by  knight,  till  Mr.  Pitt,  the _  landlord, 
procu'-ed  a  conftableto  apprehend  him  —  I  he  whoie 
of  Knif^t's  evidence waseorrobated  by  his  wife.— 
Ther'^IVems  to  have  been  no  genera!  bickerings  be- 
tween Muckett  and  his  wife   they  ar-pcared  to  Uv<; 
happily.  ;ind  alwajs  walked  out  rcgctheron  Sundays 
ven'  dean  ana  orderly,  fo  that  the  whole  ot  this  Un- 
happy affair,  muft  have  arifcn  from  one  fit  of  pas.* 

^' Mr.  Perkins,  the  furgeon  who  examined  the  As- 
cealed  and  opened  her  head,  ftated,  that  he  found 
a  !arpe  Tjantitv  of  coagulated  b'.ood  on  the  braini 
nearthcVft  trmp'.e  ,  he  laid  itm.ight  poffibly  have 
been  produced  by  the  dcceafcd  being  In.a  greafpasJ 
fieri;  but  no  fuch  citcumftance  y,'A=!  proved.  SH« 
cenalaiy  appears  i;o  h.tve  borne  his  ili  treatment  Ye* 
rj' p.iticiitiy,'t()rthe  only  rtfiifance  flie  attempted  ffi' 
jr.At'.e,  was  the  blow  fhs  gaveliim  with  thebcU€>vrs. 
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^uckctt  called  a  vvitnefs-who  attempted  to  prove 
fk^  was  intoxicated,  but  there  was  no  confilVncy 
in  his  ftory ;  for  it  foe  had  hecn  ib  it  was  oblerved  by 
the  Chiet  Baron  flie  would  not  have  been  able  fo  rea- 
dily to  have  procured  and  cooked  the  bacon,  and  af- 
terwards the  potatoes,  as  above  ftated, 
j     Mr.  Pitt  ftated  iothe^ourt.  that  Mncl^ett  and  his 
!  wife  had  ^odged  in  his  houfe  thirteen  weeks;,  that  he 
[  never  had  mo;  e  orderly  people  in  his  hou(e  and  never 
heard  them  quarrel  during  aM  that  time. 

The  Priioner  had  a  good  chara^er  given  him/by 
Captain  Johnfon  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  as  a 
clean  attentive  fo^dier  and  from  every  opportunity 
he  had  of  obferving  his  temper,  he  believed  him  to 
be  peaceably  dispofed. 

The  miferable  culprit  was  brought  upon  the  plat- 
form at  halt  i>aft  eight  when  he  addreiled  the  foec- 
tators  io  a  firm  and  audible  manner  acKnowleJging 
ihejultice  of  his  frntrnce.  though  he  fo^emnly  de- 
clare he  had  not  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  caufmg  his 
wife's  death  when>  in  the:  int<  mpei:ancc  of  paffion 
he  inflided  the  Wows  which  had  been  the  occafion 
thereof  and  earneftly  exhorted  th^  fpcdators  to 
bear  ia  mind  the  awful  example  thev  had  tnen  be- 
fore them,  of  the  confequence  of  luffering  a  dre^dm 
inipulle  of  anger,  to  get  the  better  of  the  underftand- 

^^^he  awful  fate  of  this  unhappy  man-  through  iuf- 
fering  the  violence  of  pafGon  to  g^in  an  afcendancy 
renders  the  following  obfervratii^ns  of  an  emment 
writer  particularly  delerving  attentjonr  ,  , 

Indulge  not  th>ielf  in  the  paffioia  of  anger  ;  it  is 
whetting  a  bword  to  wound  thine  own  brealt,  or 

murder  thy  friend.  Seeft  thou  not  that  the  angry 

man  ^ofeth  his  understanding  ?  W  hilst  thou  art  yet 
in  thy  fenles,  let  the  wrath  ot  another  be  a  Icllon  to 
thyfclt  -^Be  ftlway?  m^rj  ready  to  forgive,  than  rp 


return  an  iniury  :  he  that  w  ches  for  an  opportuni- 
ty ot  revenge  iieth  in  wait  against  himieH  and  draV/- 
e^hdown  mischiet  on  o4n  his  head.  Ccnfider  howkw 
things  are  worthy  of  anger,  and  thou  wilt  wonder 

that  any  but  fools  fliould  be  wroth  1  n  foUv  or 

weakneis/it  alwavs  Deginneth  ;  but  remember  and 
be  weh  afiurcd,  it'leldom  Gonciudeth  without  repen- 
tance.— On  the  hrels  of  loHy  treadeth  fhame  ;  at 
the  tijackof  angtrilandtth  remerfe. 


.  J.  Pitt|<  Printer, 


